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If clauses
I Look at these sentences. Do they refer to the past, the present, or the future?
1) If you heat ice, it melts.
2) If I have money, | will go to the sea.
3) If I had money, | would go to the sea.

4) If I had had money, | would have gone to the sea.

All these sentences are so-called If clauses or conditionals. There are four basic types of If

clauses in English. They are:

Zero conditional

We use it the sentences describing some kind of general truth. The form is: If + present
simple, present simple.

e.g. If you heat ice, it melts. - It is always true.

First conditional

It is used to express a strong probability that something will happen in the future. The
form is: If + present simple, future with will.

e.g. If  have money, | will go to the sea. - Itis very likely that | will have money so | will
probably go to the sea.

Second conditional

We use it to express that something is unlikely to happen in the future. The form is: If +
past simple, would + infinitive.

e.g. If  had money, | would go to the sea. - Itis probable that | wouldn’t have money so |
wouldn’t go to the sea.
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Third conditional

It is used to express what could have happened in the past but didn’t. The form is: If + past
perfect, would + have + past participle.

e.g. If  had had money, | would have gone to the sea. - | didn’t have money so | couldn’t go

to the sea.

Il Match the sentences to the right conditional.

1)
2)
3)

4)

If I saw him, | would tell it to him.
He would have phoned you if you had given him your phone number.
If she sees a spider, she screams.

If | have time, | will help you.

Zero conditional
First conditional
Second conditional

Third conditional

1. Match the halves of the sentences.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

If | were you, a) if  had known it is a secret.

My mother gets angry b) you will have good luck.

If it rains on you wedding day, c) if he looks at me like this.

| wouldn’t have told it to her d) | wouldn’t go there.

| feel nervous e) they would have lent you the money.

If you had asked your parents f) if | leave dirty clothes all over my room.
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IV. Put the verbs into the correct form. There can be more than one possibility.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

We (can) go to the countryside and have a picnic if the weather
(be) nice.

Ifl (be) you, | (try) to take it easy.

Ifl (stay) at home, | (not meet) her. I’'m glad |

went there!

She is so insecure! I'm sure she (find) a job if she

(be) more confident.

I (warn) you if | (know) about it earlier but |
didn’t know it.

If she (not miss) the flight, she (be) here by this
time.

V. In pairs, complete the questions and answer them. There can be more than one

possibility.

e.g. If you won £ 1,000,000, what would you buy?

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

How your life (be) different if you

(be born) a girl / a boy?

What you (do) if you (see) a UFO?
If you (have) a time machine, which times in history
you (want) to visit and why?

you (say) no if someone (ask) you to

do him a favour you don’t want to do?

If you (can) choose three objects to take with you to a deserted island,
what you (take)?
What you (say) if your boyfriend

(propose) to you?
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Answer key:

. Look at these sentences. Do they refer to the past, the present, or the future?
1) If you heatice, it melts. - It is generally true at any time.
2) If I have money, | will go to the sea. - A future probability.
3) If I had money, | would go to the sea. - A future hypothesis.

4) If I had had money, | would have gone to the sea. - To the past.

1. Match the sentences to the right conditional.
1) ¢
2) d)
3) a)

4) b)

. Match the halves of the sentences.
1) d)
2) f)
3) b)
4) a)
5) ¢)

6) e)

IV. Put the verbs into the correct form. There can be more than one possibility.
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1) We can / could go to the countryside and have a picnic if the weather is / was nice.
2) If l were you, | would try to take it easy.
3) If | had staid at home, | wouldn’t have met her. I'm glad | went there!

4) She is so insecure! I’'m sure she will find / would find a job if she is / was more
confident.

5) 1would have warned you if | had known about it earlier but | didn’t know it.

6) If she hadn’t missed the flight, she would have been here by this time.

V. In pairs, complete the questions and answer them. There can be more than one

possibility.

1) How would your life have been different if you had been born a girl / a boy?

2) What would you do if you saw a UFO?

3) If you had a time machine, which times in history would you want to visit and why?

4) Can /Do you say no if someone asks you to do him a favour you don’t want to do?

5) If you could choose three objects to take with you to a deserted island, what would
you take?

6) What will / would you say if your boyfriend proposes to you?



