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Used to 

I. Look at the sentences. Do they refer to the future, the present, or the past? 

Did these things happen only once for a longer period of time? 

             Transform them into the past simple tense: 

I used to wear braces.                            _____________________________________ 

They didn’t use to like each other.       _____________________________________ 

Did you use to have long hair?              _____________________________________ 

 

We use “used to” with the infinitive when we talk about things that happened 

repeatedly in the past and they do not happen anymore. They were true for example 

when we were children but they are not true in the present. 

e.g. I used to wear braces but I don’t wear them anymore. 

       They didn’t use to like each other but now they get on very well. 

We can use the past simple instead of “used to” but it doesn’t show the repetitiveness 

of the action and it refers to a specific moment in the past. 

e.g. I bought the Cosmopolitan magazine yesterday.   -  only once  

But:   

       I used to buy the Cosmopolitan when I was younger.   -  many times in the past 

 

!!! We use “used to” to talk about habits in the past but we use the present simple 

with “usually” for the present habits. 

e.g. I used to go to the gym on Wednesdays.   -  in the past 
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But: 

I usually go to the gym on Wednesdays.  -  in the present 

 

II. Write the sentences with “used to” so that they have the opposite meaning 

than the sentences in the present. 

e.g. Jane used to be very shy among people.  Jane is very sociable and talkative now. 

1) _________________________________ (fat).  Tom is very slim now. 

2) _________________________________ (New York).  They live in London. 

3) _________________________________ (poetry).  I really like it now.  

4) _________________________________ (a lot of coffee).  Now I drink only 

green tea. 

5) _________________________________ (olives).  Now we eat them. 

6) _________________________________ (good boy).  He is such a rebel now. 

 

III. In pairs, ask each other questions with “used to” about your primary school days: 

e.g. Did you use to play truant? 

1) love/hate school                          _________________________________________       

2) love/hate sports                          _________________________________________ 

3) have a strict/funny teacher       _________________________________________  

4) have only As                                 _________________________________________ 

5) be the teacher’s pet                    _________________________________________ 

6) be good at music/art                  _________________________________________ 

7) make troubles                               _________________________________________ 

8) forget things                                 _________________________________________ 
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IV. Write sentences about your childhood using “used to”. 

e.g. When I was small I used to get my pocket money only for candies. 

1) A favourite toy you used to have         

____________________________________________ 

2) A favourite game you used to play       

____________________________________________ 

3) The best friend you used to have          

____________________________________________ 

4) Food you didn’t use to eat                      
____________________________________________                         

5) Something you used to be afraid of      

____________________________________________ 

6) A creature you used to believe in          

____________________________________________ 

7) Time when you used to go to bed          

____________________________________________ 

8) Something you didn’t use to like doing but would like to do now   

       ____________________________________________ 

 

V. Describe what the world used to be like 1,000 years ago. Write about: 

e.g. 1,000 years ago, people didn’t use to live in such comfort as we do.  

1) Housing             ____________________________________________ 

2) Transport          ____________________________________________ 

3) Inventions         ____________________________________________ 

4) Education          ____________________________________________ 

5) Healthcare         ____________________________________________ 

6) Length of life     ____________________________________________ 
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Answer key: 

I. Look at the sentences. Do they refer to the future, the present, or the past? 

The past 

Did these things happen only once for a longer period of time? 

They happened for a longer period of time. 

             Transform them into the past simple tense: 

I used to wear braces.                             I wore braces. 

They didn’t use to like each other.       They didn’t like each other. 

      Did you use to have long hair?               Did you have ling hair? 

 

II. Write the sentences with “used to” so that they have the opposite meaning 

than the sentences in the present. 

e.g. Jane used to be very shy among people.  Jane is very sociable and talkative now. 

1) Tom used to be fat.                      Tom is very slim now. 

2) They used to live in New York.   They live in London. 

3) I didn’t use to like poetry.            I really like it now.  

4) I used to drink a lot of coffee.     Now I drink only green tea. 

5) We didn’t use to like olives.        Now we eat them. 

6) He used to be a good boy.           He is such a rebel now. 

 

III. In pairs, ask each other questions with “used to” about your primary school days: 

e.g. Did you use to play truant? 

1) love/hate school                         Did you use to love/hate school?     

2) love/hate sports                          Did you use to love/hate sports? 
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3) have a strict/funny teacher       Did you use to have a strict/funny teacher? 

4) have only As                                 Did you use to have only As? 

5) be the teacher’s pet                    Did you use to be teacher’s pet? 

6) be good at music/art                   Did you use to be good at music art? 

7) make troubles                               Did you use to make troubles? 

8) forget things                                  Did you use to forget things? 

 

      IV. Write sentences about your childhood using “used to”. 

             Open answers.                 

 

           V. Describe what the world used to be like 1,000 years ago. Write about: 

           Open answers. 
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