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Relative clauses

We use relative clauses to describe people, things, places, certain time, or people’s
people, gs, p , , Or peop

possessions or to give some extra information about them.
We use WHO to talk about people:

e.g. The man WHO is talking to my brother is my class teacher.
We use WHICH for things:

e.g. A lipstick is a thing WHICH women put on their lips.

We use WHERE for places:

e.g. This is the hotel WHERE we stayed during our last holiday.
We use WHEN to talk about time:

e.g. This was the summer WHEN | met my future husband.
And finally, we use WHOSE to describe people’s possessions:

e.g. | know a woman WHOSE daughter is a famous model.

1! We can also use THAT instead of WHO or WHICH:
e.g. The man WHO / THAT is talking to my brother is my class teacher.

A lipstick is a thing WHICH / THAT women put on their lips.

l. Complete the definitions with WHO, WHICH, or WHERE and match them with

the words they define:

e.g. ltis the person __ WHO__ brings you food in a restaurant. = waiter
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

These are things
paper with.

This is somebody
music.

This is a place
money.

This is a person
phone in a hotel.
This is something
your head.

This is a place
borrow books.
This is a person
your teeth.

This is a place

you are ill.

you use to cut

writes

you keep your

answers the

you put on

you can

takes care of

you go when

a) library
b)  scissors

c) receptionist

d) hospital
e) cap

f) dentist
g)  bank

h)  composer

Complete the definitions with WHO, WHICH, or WHERE and a correct form of a

verb in the box:

cut live listento write open buy be
1) A bookshopis a place you books.
2) A couch potato is somebody very lazy.
3) Ajournalistis a person for a newspaper or magazine.
4) AniPod is something you music with.
5) Azooisaplace animals
6) Matches are things you use to a fire.
7) A hairdresser is somebody your hair.
8) Keys are things you use to the door.
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. Match the sentences by means of relative clauses with WHO, WHICH, WHERE,

WHEN, or WHOSE. In which sentences can you use THAT?

e.g. George is my neighbour. He works as an architect. = George who works as an

architect is my neighbour.

1)
2)

I live in a flat. It is very small. =

This is Jane. Her mother bakes the best sweets | have ever eaten. =

3)
4)
5)

6)

I met Simon. He is my sister’s boyfriend. =

A spider is an animal. It scares me a lot. =

Christmas is a Christian festival. People are happy and together with their

dear ones during it. =

Chemist’s is a kind of shop. You can buy pills and medicines there. =

7)

Do you know the man? His car is parked in front of our house. =

8)

Childhood is a merry time. It passes very quickly. =

V. Make your own definitions of these words using relative clauses:

e.g. A niece = This is a female member of your family who is your brother’s or sister’s

daughter.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

A pilot =

A starter =

A post office =

Atoe =

Easter =

Alaptop =

A lawyer =

Alift =
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Answer key:
I. Complete the definitions with WHO, WHICH, or WHERE and match them

with the words they define:

1) which = b)

2) who = h)

3) where = g)

4) who =)

5) which = e)

6) where = a)

7) who =)

8) where =d)

Il. Complete the definitions with WHO, WHICH, or WHERE and a correct form

of a verb in the box:

cut live listento write open light buy be

1) A bookshop is a place where you buy books.

2) A couch potato is somebody who is very lazy.

3) A journalist is a person who writes for a newspaper or magazine.
4) An iPod is something which you listen to music with.

5) A zoo is a place where animals live.

6) Matches are things which you use to light a fire.

7) A hairdresser is somebody who cuts your hair.

8) Keys are things which you use to open the door.
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lll. Match the sentences by means of relative clauses with WHO, WHICH,
WHERE, WHEN, or WHOSE. In which sentences can you use THAT?
1) I live in a flat. It is very small. = | live in a flat which is very small.
2) This is Jane. Her mother bakes the best sweets | have ever eaten. = This is
Jane whose mother bakes the best sweet | have ever eaten.
3) I met Simon. He is my sister’s boyfriend. = | met Simon who is my sister’s
boyfriend.
4) A spider is an animal. It scares me a lot. = A spider is an animal which
scares me a lot.
5) Christmas is a Christian festival. People are happy and together with their
dear ones during it. = Christmas is a festival when people are happy and
together with their dear ones.
6) Chemist’s is a kind of a shop. You can buy pills and medicines there. =
Chemist’s is a kind of a shop where you can buy pills and medicines.
7) Do you know the man? His car is parked in front of our house. = Do you
know the man whose car is parked in front of our house?
8) Childhood is a merry time. It passes very quickly. = Childhood is a merry

time which passes very quickly.

IV. Make your own definitions of these words using relative clauses:

Open answers.



