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Charles Dickens

(1812-1870)



Charles Dickens‘ life

- not very happy childhood – parents were in 

debts           in debtors‘ prison
- he had to work in a factory since the age of 12

- when the family situation improved, he got 

some education  X  unsatisfied with conditions 

in schools – physical punishments, fear from 

teachers

his whole life = inspiration for his literary 

work   



Dickens‘ literary work

- a famous journalist and novelist during his life

- a critic of the Victorian society – against the 

official compulsory optimism of the Victorian 

era (connected to the Industrial revolution 

and empirialism)

- autobiographical features in his books -

- he showed the dark side of the Era



Motives and themes in Dicknes‘ 
novels

- gloomy atmosphere of London

- hard work of poor children – in factories, 

workhouses, as chimney sweepers, young 

criminals  X  in spite of the their connection to 

the criminal surroundings they remain good, 

innocent

Dickens‘ tendency to idealism, harmony, 
hope that all problems can be solved

happy endings - Oliver Twist, David   

Coperfield 



- social differences – inspiration with his 

unhappy love to a rich girl – her parents sent 

her to France to show their disagreement with 

her and Dickens‘ relationship
- the same motif in Great 

Expectations – the socially unequal love of the 

main hero Pip has a happy ending

- imporatnce of love, friendship and family = the 

basement of human existence  X  Dickens 

himself didn‘t follow the ideals of his works –
he had 7 children, he left his family after 25 

years because of his love for a young actress



Little Dorrit

- Amy Dorrit spends her childhood in debtors‘ 
prison as she wants to stay with her father

Nicholas Nickleby

= an example of a good teacher – he wants to 

improve his students‘ lives  X  conflict with a 
director = a prototype of the worst teacher

Pickwick Papers

- a chronicle of travells written in a humorous 

way



A Christmas Carrol

- about a magical power of Christmas which can 

change the greedy hero, Ebenzer Scrooge, to a 

helpful man

OTHER WORKS BY CHARLES DICKENS:

The Tale of Two Cities

Bleak House

Our Mutual Friend



I. Complete the facts from

Dickens‘ life:

Charles Dickens was born in year (1)_______ 

and died in (2)_______.

He had to work since the age of (3)_______.

After his studies he became a (4)________ and

a novelist.

He had (5)_______ children and left their

mother after (6)_______ years of marriage.

He set his novels mainly to the 19th century

(7)_______.



II. Match the names and surnames of 

the heroes and add the novel where 

they appear:

1) Amy                          a) Scrooge

2) David                        b) Twist

3) Ebenzer                    c) Pickwick

4) Oliver                        d) Pirrip

5) Samuel                      e) Dorrit

6) Pip                              f) Coperfield



Answer key:

I. Complete the facts from Dickens‘ 
life:

1) 1812         2) 1870         3) 12          4) journalist

5) 7          6) 25          7) London



II. Match the names and surnames of 

the heroes and add the novel where 

they appear:

1)e) (Little Dorrit)          2)f) (David Coperfield)

3)a) (A Christmas Carrol)       4)b) (Oliver Twist)

5)c) (Pickwick Papers)   6)d) (Great Expectations)
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