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Name:_______________________                 Class: ______________               Score:______/30 

I. Read the text.  

OXFORD 

 

A. Oxford is the most popular tourist attraction in Britain, after London and 

Stratford-upon-Avon. Oxford is famous for its university, which is the oldest in 

Britain and the third oldest in Europe.  

B. The university has thirty-five separate colleges. For many years, only five of these 

colleges were for women. However, since 1979 nearly all the colleges have 

accepted both men and women. 

C. Oxford is not only a university city, it is also a market town, where ordinary 

people live and work. With over one million visitors a year, it is very difficult 

nowadays for the residents of Oxford to live their daily lives. Sometimes they feel 

that the city does not belong to them. And what do they say about their home 

town?  

D. _________________________________ 

“Oxford is a great place to be as a student but sometimes you feel as if you are in 

a goldfish bowl. Everybody wants to see what Oxford students look like and how 

they live!” 

E. _________________________________ 

“I’m having a great time here. There are parties every night if you want to go to 

them. The trouble is, I’m working on night duty at the Radcliffe hospital at the 

moment!” 

F. _________________________________ 

“I like Oxford. There is so much history here. The buildings and the river are 

beautiful. There is everything here – good shops, restaurants and cinemas. In 

fact, I think Oxford is more fun than London, almost like Sao Paulo. ” 
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G. _________________________________ 

“Oxford has changed a lot. There weren’t so many tourists in the 1970s and 

1980s. The city was quite pleasant then. But now in the summer it’s dreadful. There 

are cars and people everywhere and hundreds of tourists. Oxford isn’t the same 

any more.” 

II. In two sentences, write in your own words what the text is about. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

(max.3 points)  

III. Match the speakers (1-4) to their statements about Oxford (D-G). 

1. Louisa Williams, who is a nurse, came to Oxford a year ago. 

2. Jack Peters, who works in a car factory in Cowley, a suburb of Oxford, has lived in 

Oxford for thirty years. 

3. Isabel Santos from Sao Paulo, Brazil, is a student at a language school in North 

Oxford. 

4. Simon Perrin is a student at Merton College, which is one of the oldest Oxford 

colleges.  

(max. 4 points) 

IV. Read the questions and write the letter of the paragraph with the right answer in the 

space given. 

e.g.: Where is the oldest university in Britain?                            _____A______ 

1. Is there a hospital in Oxford?                                                    ____________ 

2. How many tourists a year visit Oxford?                                   ____________                                    

3. Has the city changed in recent years?                                      ____________ 
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4. Are there any historical buildings in Oxford?                          ____________ 

5. Were women always allowed to study at all colleges?         ____________ 

6. What does the life of an Oxford student look like?                ____________ 

(max. 6 points) 

V. Choose the right answer a), b), c) or d) (only one is correct). 

1. Oxford is the third most popular tourist attraction, after: 

a) London and Birmingham 

b) Stratford-upon-Avon and Birmingham 

c) London and Liverpool 

d) Stratford-upon-Avon and London 

2. Oxford is a famous: 

a) market town and a port city 

b) market town and a capital city 

c) university city and a market town 

d) university city and a spa town 

3. Originally, there were: 

a) thirty-five colleges and none of them for women 

b) fifty-three colleges and five of them for women 

c) thirty-five colleges and five of them for women 

d) thirty-three colleges and three of them for women 

4. In 1970s and 1980s, Oxford was: 

a) not so dirty and polluted 
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b) not so busy and full of tourists 

c) not so quiet and clean 

d) not so noisy and full of students 

(max. 4 points) 

VI. Some of the words are underlined in the text. Match them with their definitions. 

1. nice, good, friendly                                                    _________________________ 

2. an inhabitant, citizen                                                  _________________________ 

3. usual, normal, common                                              _________________________ 

4. bad, terrible, fearful                                                    _________________________ 

5. a glass container where a fish can be kept                 _________________________ 

6. a part of a university                                                  _________________________ 

(max. 6 points) 

VII. Use 5 of the underlined words in these sentences. 

1. It is a little bit sad that my _________________ life will soon be over. 

2. Peter is such a ______________ person, he is always kind to everybody. 

3. The car accident we had last year was a _________________ experience. 

4. I live in an ________________ house, it is neither too big, nor too small. 

5. When the president visited our town, almost all the _______________ came to see him. 

(max. 5 points) 

VIII. Explain the sentence “You feel as if you are in a goldfish bowl.” in your own words. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

(max. 2 points) 
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Answer key: 

II. In two sentences, write in your own words what the text is about.  

e.g.: The text is about Oxford, an university city and a market town. There are a lot of 

tourists, students and ordinary people who live and work there.  

 Or: The text is about the third most popular tourist attraction in Britain, Oxford. This 

city is famous for its university and other historical buildings, which visitors usually want to 

see. 

 Or: The article is about Oxford and its history and also presence. People, who live 

there, speak about their life in Oxford. 

Open answers. 

(max.3 points) (= 2 facts + 1 grammar and spelling) 

III. Match the speakers to their statements about Oxford. 

D. 4. 

E. 1. 

F. 3. 

G. 2. 

(max. 4 points) 

IV. Read the questions and write the letter of the paragraph with the right answer in the 

space given. 

1. E. 

2. C. 

3. G. 

4. F. 

5. B. 

6. D. 

(max. 6 points) 
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V. Choose the right answer a), b), c) or d) (only one is correct). 

1. d) 

2. c) 

3. c) 

4. b) 

(max. 4 points) 

 

VI. Some of the words are underlined in the text. Match them with their definitions. 

1. pleasant 

2. resident 

3. ordinary 

4. dreadful 

5. goldfish bowl 

6. college 

(max. 6 points) 

 

VII. Use 5 of the underlined words in these sentences. 

1. college 

2. pleasant 

3. dreadful 

4. ordinary 

5. resident 

(max. 5 points) 

 

VIII. Explain the sentence “You feel as if you are in a goldfish bowl.” in your own words. 

e.g.: You have no privacy, everybody observes you all the time, people are curious 

and want to see how you live etc. 

Open answers. 

                                                               (max. 2 points) (=1 explanation + 1 grammar and spelling) 


