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Edgar Allan Poe

(1809-1849)



Edgar Allan Poe‘s life

- his parents were actors, both died when he 

was two years old

addopted by a rich Allan family – good 

relationship with his step mother but not with 

his step father – very strict to him

- he got good education  X  problems at 

university in Charlotesville – bad behaviour, 

hazardous games, debts, drinking         sent 

down



- his step father sent him to the West Point 

military academy  X  Poe had problems with 

respect towards authorities, obeying and 

following rules          excluded again

- married his young cousin Virginia  X   she died 

in 1847

Poe started to suffer from depressions and 

drink more than ever

- found unconscious in the street, trasported to 

hospital – he died there 2 years after his wife‘s 
death

- only 4 poeple came to his funeral



Poe‘s literary work

- he lived in poverty          became a journalist –
he wrote articles, short stories and poems for 

newspapers to earn for his living

- abandoned, misunderstood for many years –
“discovered” by French symbolists -

Ch.Baudelaire



SHORT STORIES:

- E.A.Poe = a master of mystery, suspense – he 

plays with his readers, manipulates them to 

create the strongest possible effect of terror

- he is a founder of modern horror and 

detective stories – inspired by Gothic novels –
set to old gloomy castles, cellars, dark cells

- a motif of madness, mental health – a good 

psychologist



The Pit and the Pendulum

- a terrifying story of a victim of the Spanish 

Inquisition – mental torture decribed in detail

The Fall of the House of Usher

- a cursed family of Roderick Usher living in a haunted 

house

- unknown evil revealed in the end – nothing 

supernatural – the only evil is caused by Roderick 

himself



The Black Cat

- a motif of mudrer and madness

= a symbol of justice, punishment

The Mask of the Red Death

= a symbol of plague

- gloomy atmosphere of a locked castle – no escape 

possible

Murders in the Rue Morgue

- a character of detective Dupin = inspiration for Doyle‘s 
Sherlock Holmes – brilliant, cool logic



POETRY:

The Raven

= a romantic ballad

= a symbol of death – ultimate, unchangable, eternal

- the loss of a beloved woman and finally a loss of 

hope            constant repetition of the Raven‘s “Never 
more”



I. Complete the facts from Poe‘s life:

Edgar Allan Poe was born in year

(1)_______ and died in (2)_______.

He was addopted by (3)_______ family.

Poe didn‘t finish his studies at university in 

(4)_______ and in (5)_______ military

academy.

He got married to his cousin (6)_______.

His literary work was highly appreciated by 

French (7)_______ for the first time.



II. Match the names of E.A.Poe‘s short 
stories:

1) Murders                a) and the Pendulum 

2) The Pit                  b) of the House of Usher

3) The Black              c) in the Rue Morgue

4) The Mask             d) Cat

5) The Fall                 e) of the Red Death



Answer key:

I. Complete the facts from Poe‘s life:

1) 1809          2) 1849         3) Allan                     

4) Charlotesville 5) West Point            

6) Virginia 7) symbolists

II. Match the names of E.A.Poe‘s short

stories:

1) c)         2) a)          3) d)          4) e)          5) b)



Zdroje obrázků: Klipart sady Microsoft Office


