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The United Kingdom

geography, climate, demography



General information

* the United kingdom includes Great Britain

(England, Scotland and Wales) and Northern
Ireland

* itis separated from the mainland by the
English Channel and the North Sea

* see map



Physical Britain

 the UK is 500 kms wide and almost 1,000 kms
long

* on the east coast of England there are flat
plains and rolling country. In the north and
west uplands are more common

e Scotland and Wales are dominated by
mountains and uplands (Ben Nevis is the
highest point of Britain - 1,400metres)



Climate

* the weather is highly variable but moderate
and really changeable

* it rains a lot so landscape is very green



Rivers

the longest rivers are the Severn and the
Thames

the Avon, Clyde, Mersey, Trent and the Tyne
are other major rivers

the rivers are used for shipping, water
supplies and hydroelectric power

many of them are canalised and linked in a
complex system



Demography

e Britain is highly urbanised, densely populated

e about one-third lives in the Greater London
area and seven other built-up urban areas
(Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham,
West and South Yorkshire, Newcastle)

e Scotland and Welsh uplands areas are the
most sparsely populated
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